Delamanid in the treatment of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis.
Otsuka has been engaged in anti-tuberculosis drug development efforts for over 30 years, and is the leading private sector funder of tuberculosis (TB) research and development. Delamanid (DLM), discovered by Otsuka's scientists, has been shown to provide benefit with respect to short-term surrogate markers and long-term treatment outcomes, and it has received regulatory approval for treatment of adult pulmonary multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) as one of only two new anti-tuberculosis drugs in the last 40 years. Lack of drug-drug interactions with major antiretrovirals and efficacy against MDR-TB allow DLM's applicability in a wide range of MDR-TB patients. Current and future efforts are focused on replacing less safe and less efficacious second-line drugs with DLM, its contribution to all-oral and/or shortened treatment regimens, and, ultimately, inclusion in a pan-TB regimen. This manuscript provides a brief review of DLM.